The attitudes of women and feasibility of screening for ovarian and endometrial cancers in inner city practices.
The study aimed to assess the attitudes of women and the feasibility of screening for ovarian and endometrial cancers using vaginal ultrasound should screening prove to be effective. A total of 4873 women aged 45-74 were registered with 9 general practices in inner London. Of these, 1469 (30%) were ineligible for screening for ovarian and endometrial cancers as they proved to be the wrong age, had moved, or had undergone a total abdominal hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy. The proportion of ineligible women varied between practices (24-39%) (P < 0.001). The adjusted response rate to a questionnaire on attitudes to ovarian and endometrial screening was 56% (1833/3360). Of the women, 1395 (76%) were willing to be screened with a significant difference between age groups, those over 65, at increased risk, being less willing (P < 0.001). Non-caucasians were more willing to be screened (P < 0.001) but educational attainment did not influence attitude to screening. Those women who were not very worried about vaginal instrumentation were more willing to be screened than those who were very worried (P < 0.001). The uptake rate for ovarian and endometrial screening, which is currently of unproven value, was 43% (1480/3360) with a significant difference between practices (33-49%) (P < 0.01).